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superiority of the races to which we ourselves belong.
Some very great scholars have derived the Aryan
word for four (whether rightly or wrongly I do not
ask), the Sanskrit &a-tur, the Latin quatuor, from
three, tar, preceded by &a, the Latin que, so that
&atur, in Sanskrit too, would have been conceived
originally as one plus three1. If some African tribes
express seven either lay five plus two or six plus one*,
why should this stamp them as the lowest of the low,
whereas no one blames the French, marching at the
head of European civilisation, for expressing ninety
by quatre-vingt-dix, fourscore ten, or the Romans for
saying undeviginti for nineteen3 ?

No ; here too we must learn to mete to others that
measure which we wish to be measured to us again.
We must try to understand, before we presume to judge.

3STo History among Savages.

Another serious charge brought against the savage
in general is that he has no history. He hardly
counts the days of a year, still less the years of a
life. Some negro tribes consider it wrong to do so,
as showing a want of trust in God. As they have
no knowledge of writing, there is of course no trace
of what we call history among them4. I do not

1  Benfey, 'Das Indogermanische Thema von Zwei,' p. 14, sees in &a
the ka of e-ka, one.

2  "Winterbottom, 'Account of the Native Africans in the Neigh-
bourhood of Sierra Leone/   London: 1863, p. 230.

3  Many cases of forming the words eight and nine by ten, minus
one or two, will be found in the Comparative Table of Numerals at
the end of my Essay on the Turanian Languages.   See also Moseley,
'On the Inhabitants of the Admiralty Islands/ p. 13, and Matthews,
'Hidatsa Grammar,' p. 118; Marcel Devic, 'Sur Torigine Etymolo-
gique de quelques noms de nombre,' Journal Asiatique, 1879, p. 545.

* ' Things pass away very rapidly in a country where everything in.